
Authority & the Family 

Colossians 1:15-17; Ephesians 5:21-6:4 
“{ 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,  
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authori-

ties— 

Read Colossians 1:15-17. Where does all human authority ultimately come from? What happens when we forget this? 

Read Ephesians 5:21-33. What roles and responsibilities do husbands and wives have in a Christian marriage? How are they differ-
ent, and how do they complement one another? Why is the husband uniquely given authority in marriage? 

According to Paul, how is Christian marriage supposed to be a reflection of the Gospel? 

Read Ephesians 6:1-4. What role do children play in Christian families? What is one of the main responsibilities of parents? 

What are the limits of human authority, both for husbands with their wives, and for parents with their children? 

How does the biblical teaching on the roles of husbands, wives, parents, and children compare and contrast with the views of 
our modern, secular culture? How does it compare with your own personal views? 

What are some common objections that people generally have to the idea that a wife ought to submit to her husband? Why do 
modern people in the West have such generally trouble with authority and submission, especially in the sphere of marriage and 
family? 

Practically speaking, what does it look like for a wife to submit to her husband, and for a husband to lovingly lead his wife as Christ 
does the Church? What might this look like in real life? How might this be challenging in a broken world? 

How can parents instill a biblical view of parental authority in their kids? What does this look like in the day-to-day challenges of 
raising children? What false views of parenting must we reject as we do this? 

How might your family life reflect Christ’s ultimate Lordship and authority this week? 


