
Burdened for a Failing Church 
2 Corinthians 12:11‐21 
{ 
I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls.  

Read 2 Corinthians 12:11‐13. What does Paul point to in order to authen cate his office as an apostle? Why was 
it so important to Paul that he defend his authority against the so‐called super‐apostles? 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:14‐18. Why did Paul refuse to burden the Corinthian church by accep ng financial sup‐
port from them? How does his illustra on from paren ng help him to make his point? What does this demon‐
strate regarding his mo va ons for ministry? 

See verses 16‐18. What accusa on against Paul is implicit in these verses? How does Paul respond to this accu‐
sa on? 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:19‐21. What were Paul’s fears and concerns for the Corinthian church? 

In general, what characteris cs do you look for in a good leader? How might specifically Chris an leadership 
within the church differ from secular leadership outside of the church? 

Would you describe yourself as more of a leader or as more of a follower? What leadership roles has God as‐
signed to you, whether in the church, the workplace, the home, or elsewhere? Where has God appointed you to 
be a follower? 

Why is it so important for Chris an leaders to guard their office against those who would challenge their authori‐
ty? What are some appropriate ways to do this? How can those who are under authority help to protect the au‐
thority of their leaders? 

Why is character and holiness so essen al for Chris an leaders and followers alike? What happens when leaders 
fail to develop godly character and personal holiness? What can happen when those who are under authority in 
the church fail in the area of personal holiness? 

If you are a leader, how might you lead with strong, godly character? If you are a follower, how might you make 
the task of your leaders easier? 


