PREACHING CURRICULUM

Dodging Deceit
1 John 2:18-27
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Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you.

R EV I EW T H E S E RM O N LEADER NOTES: %na?guprgigrﬁsygtfjf(f:r;esrgrt)n%%fazgtilé%tntgeir notes and review the

Read 1 John 2:18-23. Who does John identify as “antichrists” in this passage? Where do they come from, and how can we
identify them? What are the characteristics of someone who is an antichrist?

See verses 22 and 23. Explain the two Christological heresies (false teachings about Christ) John mentions which are charac-
teristic of someone who is a liar and an antichrist. What does it mean to deny that Jesus is the Christ? Similarly, how might
someone deny Jesus as the Son?

Read 1 John 2:24-27. According to John, how can we avoid being deceived about the identity of Jesus? What resources do
we have available to us to help us dodge deceit?

AS S ES S YO U R LI F E LEADER NOTES: Evaluate the condition of your lives in relation to the truth from
God’s Word. Encourage heart examination, (12-15 mins)

Who is Jesus? If you were to explain his identity to someone else, what would you say?

What false ideas regarding the identity of Jesus have you encountered? How do these views compare with the biblical por-
trayal of him?

A P P LY T H E T RU T H LEADER NOTES: Create a list of ways to close the gap between your lives and the
truth of the Bible. Be practical and intentional. (12-15 mins)

Why is it so important that we have the correct understanding of Jesus’ identity? Does it really even matter to begin with?
Can you still be a Christian and have any view of Jesus you want? Why or why not?

If it is so important to “get Jesus right”, does that imply that we are actually saved by merely having correct doctrine or by
“believing the right things” about him? What about the person who has simple faith in Jesus and just doesn’t know very much
theology or doctrine? Is there a difference between an “antichrist” who has committed one of the Christological heresies and
someone who is just confused?

COM M I T T H I S W E E K LEADER NOTES: Call your small group members to make a commitment and get
the group working together to follow-up with each other. (9-12)

What does it mean to “let what you heard from the beginning abide in you” (verse 24)? How do we actually do this? How can
we help others avoid deceit as well?
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