
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near.  

I’ve Sinned...Now What? 
Zephaniah 1:1-18, 2:3 

How do you typically respond when you hear the biblical teaching on God’s wrath and judgment? Why do you respond that way? 

Is it possible that the false assump on that “God exists for me” has subtly crept into your thinking and lifestyle? If so, how? How might this 
assump on affect your a tude, your ac ons, and your rela onship with God? How does today’s biblical passage challenge this assump-

on? 

Consider the specific sins against God and man that the people of Judah had commi ed. What holy habits, prac ces, and virtues should we 

adopt in order to avoid these same sins in our own lives? What bad habits should we root out of our lives? How might we start this week?  

As New Testament Chris ans, how are biblical passages warning of God’s wrath against sinners supposed to func on in our lives? How are 
we to respond to these warnings? 

As we consider God’s warnings of judgment, what should we do when we are aware of sin in our own lives? Where can we find hope and 
assurance when we are aware that we are guilty as well? 

Read Zephaniah 1:1‐18. What cataclysmic event is being predicted by the prophet in this passage? Can you think of any other places in 
Scripture where this same event is predicted? 

What specific sins were the people of Judah guilty of? What “God-centred” and “man-centred” transgressions of the people is Zephaniah 
speaking against in this passage? How might these same sins manifest themselves in our me? 

Consider verse 7. What does it mean to be silent before the Lord God? How can the day of the Lord be “near” when this message was 
given thousands of years ago? What is the connec on between the nearness of the day of the Lord and the call to be silent before him? 

Read Zephaniah 2:3. What hope of safety and deliverance does God give in this verse? What response is he calling for? How does this 
verse foreshadow God’s future salva on through Jesus Christ? 


