
For God so loved the world… 

For God so Loved 
John 3:1-21 

On a heart level, do you deeply and truly believe that God loves you? Why or why not? Why is it o en so difficult to believe 
that God loves us? What tends to get in the way? 

How does the Bible define “love”? How does the biblical defini on of love compare and contrast with other defini ons of love 
which are popular today? 

How might God’s love for you affect how you live your life this week? How might you celebrate and marvel at God’s love? 
How might you demonstrate that love to others? 

Which comes first—our love for God, or God’s love for us? In other words, does God love us because we love him, or is it the 
other way around? Why does the order ma er? How would your beliefs on this ma er affect your a tude, ac ons, and out-
look on life? 

How does God’s amazing love for us in Jesus Christ inform, mo vate, and empower our love for God and other people? How 
would our lives be affected if we truly and deeply believed it? What does it look like for a Chris an to be arrested and cap -
vated by God’s love? 

Read John 3:1‐15. In your own words, describe the situa on that provides the context for verses 16 and following. What is 
happening, and what is being discussed? 

Read John 3:16‐21. Verse 16 says that “God” loved the world. Who is this God? Who or what was John thinking about when 
he wrote this? 

Who or what is the “world”? What is meant by this term? 

According to this passage, how did God demonstrate his love for the world? Why is it so shocking that God loves the world? 
Why don’t we tend to be shocked when we hear about God’s love? 


