Simply Following Jesus – Mark 6:1-13
Rejection and then Success!
Jesus did not always receive a warm welcome. Some mes people rejected Him and His ministry. In this week’s passage, we are
reminded that as we step out and do God’s will, we are not guaranteed to be successful in all cases. We must learn to depend on
God for the outcome. We must also develop wisdom about when to con nue serving in an area of ministry and when to move on.

Read Mark 6:1‐6. What sort of recep on did Jesus receive in Nazareth ? ____________________________________________________
Why did people from Jesus’ hometown react to Him as they did ? _________________________________________________________
Read Mark 6:7‐13. Why did Jesus send out His disciples on a preaching mission without any provisions? Is this something we should imitate today? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
What did the act of shaking the dust from one’s feet signify? _____________________________________________________________

Do you expect that everything should go well for you if you are doing God’s will? Why or why not? _______________________________
Have you ever encountered problems, diﬃcul es or rejec on in ministry and concluded that you are not “in God’s will”? If so, why did
you come to that conclusion? _______________________________________________________________________________________
What is your a tude when you encounter diﬃcul es? Are you more inclined to trust God’s provision, or do you ﬁnd yourself trying to
manage your way out of the situa on without asking for God’s help? ________________________________________________________
Is it ever appropriate to leave a ministry endeavour that doesn’t seem to be working out? If so, how do you know when you have reached
that point? When is it be er to stay and “s ck it out” in a diﬃcult ministry? _________________________________________________

Knowing that Jesus experienced rejec on in ministry, how does this change your expecta ons regarding success in ministry? ___________
Does fear of rejec on keep you from ge ng involved in the lives of other people? If so, how can Jesus’ example encourage you to overcome this fear? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are you involved in a ministry of some kind that is not bearing any fruit? If so, do you think it might be me to pull the plug on it and use
your gi s somewhere else? __________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you know someone who is serving in a challenging area of ministry? How can you encourage them this week?
Commit to encourage one another to be more dependent on God and His provision this week!

